
What  Must  I  Do  To  Be  Saved?	
1.    Hear  the  Gospel  (Romans  10:13-‐‑17).	
2.    Believe  the  Gospel  (Acts  15:7;Mark  16:15,  16).	
3.    Repent  of  Sins  (Acts  3:19).	
4.    Confess  Faith  in  Christ  (Acts  8:37).	
5.    Be  Baptized  for  Remission  of  Sins(Acts  2:38).	
6.    Be  Faithful  (Revelation  2:10).	
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Another story concerns a family member who ran out 
of automobile fuel. He simply prayed, poured water 
into the gas tank, and drove on! One cannot but 
wonder how many miles per gallon “miracle-water” 
produces. 
  
This morning another kindly soul tells me of an 
experience wherein he became “spir i tual ly 
intoxicated,” and saw clouds floating around inside a 
church auditorium. He interpreted this as a reception 
of “Holy Spirit baptism.” 
  
Of course one can pick up a supermarket tabloid and 
read almost any week of some person who was 
captured by aliens and spent a weekend on Mars. 
Then there are those who die and travel down that 
long, dark corridor toward the bright light, or they float 
above the surgical table, only to return to their normal 
environments and “thrill” us with the fascinating 
details of their out-of-body adventure.The catalog of 
“experiences,” religious or otherwise, virtually is 
endless. 
  
Just how does one evaluate these phenomena? 
  
We are reticent to wound the feelings of sincere 
people; at times, however, the teacher of truth must 
run that risk and be blunt. The honest Bible student 
should consider several possibilities, based upon 
scriptural data. 
  
Dishonesty 
  
Some “experiential” claims are born of absolute 
dishonesty. Whatever the ultimate motive may be — 
whether publicity, the solicitation of a following, the 
acquisition of money, etc. — some people are 
duplicitous. Consider the following Bible case. 
  
A courageous man of God went to the city of Bethel 
and rebuked a corrupt king, Jeroboam, the son of 
Nebat, who led Israel into sin with his idolatry (see 1 
Kings 13:1ff; cf. 14:16). After the completion of his 
sacred mission, and en route toward home, an old 
prophet approached the man of God. The elderly 
gentleman told of an “experience” with an angel that 
involved an invitation to the man of God to 
accompany him back to his house in Bethel for 
refreshment. 
  

Those “Testimonies” Regarding Miracles 
 by Wayne Jackson 

  
They flow from my computer and across my 
desk. I am speaking of those “testimonies”; 
testimonies that detail the most incredible 
“supernatural experiences” imaginable. These 
experiences supposedly have happened to the 
correspondents personally or, more often than 
not, to someone they know, or about whom they 
have heard. 
  
One gentleman tells of the time when his father 
accidentally cut off a finger. According to the 
“testimony,” he simply stuck it back on, wrapped 
it up, and it was miraculously “healed” in only a 
few weeks. That was hardly the manner of 
healing in the case of Malchus’ ear (Luke 22:51). 
  



REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
	  
IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts 
go out in deepest sympathy to the family 
and friends of Hancel Berryman (Jimmy 
Berryman’s Brother).  
	  
•SICK	   SUNDAY:,	   Jane=e	   Rickles,	   Karen	  
Yancey,	   Gail	   Chandler,	   Keith	   Newby,	  
Penelope	  Chapman	  
	  
•IN	   HOSPITAL:	   Tracie	   Gross	   (Corinth/ICU),	  
Mike	  Mauney	  (Tupelo)	  
	  
•EXTENDED	   ILLNESS:	   Venie	   Holbrook,	   Cortney	  
Cissom,	   Tony	  &	   Jane	  Morrison,	   Juanita	  Mauney,	  
Tracie	   Gross,	   David	   Young,	   Bobbie	   Prather,	  
Sandra	   Hopper,	   George	   Doss	   (Kelly	   Brewer’s	  
Father),	   Connie	   Mauney,	   Brandon	   King,	   Jane	  
Bates,	   Lylah	   McGauhy,	   Niles	   Jones,	   Thad	  
Berryman.
 •CANCER:	   Lana	   Waldon,	   Diane	   Hodges,	   Bobby	  
White,	   Sandra	   Jones,	   Dianne	   Graves,	   Johnny	  
Johnson,	  Be=y	  Faye	  Ledbury,	  Chester	  Smith,	  Lana	  
Waldon,	   Cutah	   Newby,	   Peggy	   Boggs,	   Marsha	  
Jones,	   Nita	   Tro=er,	   Carolyn	   Medlin,	   Lanny	  
Yancey,	   Niani	   Colom-‐Omotesa,	   Kenneth	   Rainey,	  
Marilyn	   Harrell,	   Janice	   Willingham,	   Lester	  
Wommack,	   Doug	   Pannell,	   Sam	   Camp,	   Sam	  
Warrington	   (cys]c	   fibrosis	   &	   leukemia),	   Sue	  
Mauney,	   Wade	   Hodges,	   Katherine	   Finley,	   Kane	  
Pannell,	   Danny	   Edmonds,	   Dean	   McNu=,	   John	  
Reno.	  
•SHUT-‐INS:	   Resthaven:	   Oleta	   Phillips,	   Johnnie	  
Carpenter	   	  (Mailing:	  Resthaven	  Care	  Center,	  103	  
Cunningham	   Drive,	   Ripley,	   MS	   38663),	   Tippah	  
County	   Hospital	   Nursing	   Home:	   Bonnie	  
Chapman,	   Lorene	   Daily,	   ChrisGne	   Chapman	  
(Mailing:	  Tippah	  County	  Nursing	  Home,	  1005	  City	  
Avenue	  North,	  Ripley,	  MS	  38663).	  	  
	  

The fact is, however, the alleged angel’s message 
was directly contrary to a revelation from the Lord, 
and scripture explicitly declares that the older 
gentleman “lied” to the man of God (v. 18). As a 
result of believing that experience-oriented lie, the 
man of God lost his life. Some religious leaders 
are liars — and that is one of the more 
complimentary things that may be said of them. 
  
Delusional Experiences 
  
Eliphaz, one of Job’s erstwhile friends, in 
attempting to buttress his argument that the 
patriarch’s suffering was the result of egregious, 
personal sin, told of a horrifying “experience,” 
mystical in nature (see Job 4). In the dead of 
night, Eliphaz claims to have heard a “whisper,” 
and saw a “spirit” pass before his face. Such 
struck terror in his heart; he exclaimed that his 
whole frame shook and the hair of his body stood 
at attention! The “spirit” allegedly spoke, providing 
a message, the essence of which cast Job into a 
shadow of disrepute. 
  
The motive behind Eliphaz’s story is not revealed 
in the sacred record. Was he, like the old prophet 
mentioned above, merely lying? One need not 
assume that necessarily. 
  
Was he delusional? Was he so anxious to conjure 
up evidence supporting his theological position 
that he forced himself to believe the event actually 
happened? This, without doubt, is a common 
occurrence. 
  
There are folks — honest, genuinely devout 
people — who are members of sects that are 
super-emotionally charged. Their services 
commonly are a “baptism” in adrenalin. They are 
urged by spellbinding leaders to “expect a 
miracle.” They feel that somehow they are not 
“spiritual” if something supernatural does not 
happen in their lives. Hence, they “seek,” and they 
“find” — though not in the biblical sense! 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS
The important point to remember is this: No 
“experience” can be a substitute for the truths that 
are revealed through the biblical documents. 
Experience is to be measured by, and controlled by, 
the plain testimony of scripture.Scripture must not 
be forced into the mold of subjective sensations. 
  
There are two ideological extremes that must be 
avoided. One is “empiricism,” a philosophical 
concept that suggests there is no reality apart from 
one’s personal experience. For example, the skeptic 
would contend that since no miracles are obvious 
today, the possibility of a miracle is nonexistent. 
That is not a logical conclusion. 
  
On the other hand, the knowledgeable Christian 
does not argue for the validity of those miracles 
recorded in the Bible on the basis of what we 
experience today; nor does he contend against the 
possibility of modern miracles simply because he 
has not experienced them personally. 
  
Rather, the genuineness of miracles, such as those 
performed by Christ and his apostles, are 
established on the ground of the credibility of the 
ancient witnesses (who were willing to forfeit their 
lives for what they saw and heard), along with the 
integrity of the documents that record those 
testimonies. On this web site there are various 
articles that argue this case. 
  
This point is crucial; one may not set aside the plain 
Bible teaching regarding the cessation of miracles, 
just because he believes he knows of a modern 
“miraculous” experience. Using strong hyperbolic 
language, Paul contended that the message of the 
gospel may not be altered — if even an angel 
should declare it otherwise (Galatians 1:8). 
  
One may not take a modern “experience,” therefore, 
and argue for its supernatural nature if, in fact, 
biblical argumentation clearly establishes the reality 
that supernatural phenomena served a specific and 
limited role in the divine scheme of redemption, and 
that miraculous experiences, therefore, are no 
longer operative today. 

REMINDER: 
SUNDAY EVENING TIME – 2:00 PM 
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Articles  • Sermons (Audio)  • Chapman 
Challengers 

The Bible Broadcast 
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM • WKZU radio 104.9 

FM  
Southern Sentinel Article  

Every other Wednesday 
Correspondence Course 

Study the Bible in your home, at your 
convenience, by enrolling in a free Bible 

correspondence course.  
To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, 

Ripley, MS 38663 ) or e-mail 
(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net 
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2018 Food Group List 
Please sign up in foyer. 

 

Wedding Shower  
Mallory Chapman & Winston Smith 

Sunday, February 4, 2018 
3:30 to 4:30 PM – Come & Go 

Chapman Fellowship Hall 
Registered: The Pineapple Shop, Target & Belk              

Home Colors: Neutrals 


