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August 3, 2014
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Announcements
Kevin Shackelford
Song Leader
Jodie Criswell
Scripture Reading
Bo Chapman
Opening Prayer
Ricky Cissom (A.M.) Chance Criswell (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Keith Newby (A.M.) Chase Chapman (P.M.)
Lord’s Table
Andy Reece (Presiding),
Michiel Criswell, Evan Yancey, Joel Moore
Count and Usher
Eric Melton and David Smith
Prepare Communion
Kim Lindley and Sandy Newby
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Jack Harris (08/06/14)

OUR RECORD
July 27, 2014
Sunday Bible Study: 151
Sunday Morning Worship: 166
Sunday Evening Worship: 164
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 93

Budget: $3,500

Contribution this week: $3,628

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Want to start receiving bulletin by e-mail
instead of postal mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).
Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Tithing Or Free Will Offerings?

Often, this writer has found that people are
greatly surprised by the fact that churches of
Christ do not teach or practice tithing today.
Tithing to most religious people, means to
give ten percent of one’s income to a religious
organization. Most people in Protestant
denominations have been taught that it is their
obligation to tithe. Because the emphasis on
tithing is so great and so constant in Protestant
denominations, most people are greatly
surprised to learn that tithing is neither taught
nor practiced in the church of Christ.

Of course, tithing was commanded and
otherwise referred to numerous times in the
Bible, in most cases, in the Old Testament.
The first reference to tithing is in Genesis
14:20 in which Abram voluntarily paid tithes
to King Melchizedek. This is referred to in
Hebrews 7:4.

Numerous laws requiring the payment of tithes to God
were common to the law of Moses. At Sinai, three
specific tithes were bound upon the Jews as part of the
Law of Moses. These three were (1) The Levitical tithe
for the support of priests (Num. 18:21,24), (2) The
Festive tithe for the feast days (Deut. 14:22-27), and
(3) The third year tithe for the support of the poor
(Deut. 14:28-29). They were also required to leave
their land idle one year out of every seven and to
forgive all their debts each fiftieth year, a year of
jubilee. They were to leave the corners of their fields so
that the poor might glean from them. In addition, there
was the regular giving of animals for certain special
sacrifices. Later, when the kingdom was established,
they had to give another tenth to the support of their
government (I Sam. 8:15-17).

When all of the things which they were required to give
is added up, it is estimated that from thirty to fifty
percent of everything that came into a loyal Jew’s
hands was to be returned to God. Thus, from the Old
Testament, we gather examples of people giving ten,
often thirty, and up to fifty percent. Which one of these,
if any, is our standard today?

Generally, modern religious groups have bound a 10%
tithe on their membership. But there is neither example
nor command in the New Testament for tithing. Since
tithing was a part of the Old Testament command and
practice and since the authority of the old law was
taken away with the death of Christ (Col. 2:14), there is
now no scriptural authority for tithing. It is because we
rely upon the New Testament for our religious
authority, that we do not teach or practice tithing. To
bind the tithe or any portion of the Mosaic law on
Christians is to fall from grace and be severed from
Christ even as did those who bound circumecision on the
saints in the first century (Gal. 5:4-6).

There are at least four different arguments which have
been used to try to justify tithing today. First, it is
argued from Hebrews 7:4 that Abraham paid tithes to
Melchizedek. The question is asked, “If Abraham, a
type of the Christian, paid tithes to Melchizedek, a type
of Christ, how can we who are the seed of Abraham not
pay tithes to Christ?” But that question is not Paul’s
argument in Hebrews seven. He was not trying to prove
that Christians should tithe.



The gift Abraham paid was voluntary. If this manmade
argument is correct, it just proves that Christ does not
demand a tenth, but if the Christian voluntarily gives it,
He will accept it.

Second, it is argued that since Abraham gave tithes to
Melchizedek before the Mosaic law was given, it is an
eternal law and carries over to us today. But that
argument does not account for the fact that when the law
of Moses was taken away, all of the good about it was
brought into the new covenant, the law of Christ. In fact,
all that was good and right in all former dispensations
was brought into it. But the law of tithing is absent in the
New Testament. It was not a law repeated in the New
Testament, and therefore, it is not binding on us today.

Here is a third argument which some use to try to justify
tithing today. Some would go to Matthew 23:23 which
says, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment,
mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to
leave the other undone.” During the ministry of our Lord,
the eagle-eyed Pharisees searched constantly for wrong
in Him, but never once criticized Him for failure to tithe,
though this was immensely important to them, even to
the tithing of the smallest of garden and medicinal herbs.
Jesus approved their tithes, but denounced them for
omitting the weightier matters of the law. But friends, it
is a poor argument indeed to bind the tithe on the basis of
Jesus’ practice, for He kept all the other ordinances of
the law as well, including animal sacrifice. We are under
a different law today than either He or the Pharisees.

Fourth, many turn to Matthew 5:20 and try to find
justification for Christian’s tithing there. Matthew 5:20
says, “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” Some have twisted this verse and interpreted it
to mean, “the Jews tithed. They gave a tenth, and our
righteousness must exceed the Jews by giving more and
doing the same thing— therefore the Christian must tithe
plus.” But this is a misapplication of the text. Tithing is
no more a part of Christianity than any other element of
Judaism. The Bible commands free-will offerings, but it
does not command tithing.

Paul wrote two whole chapters on giving (2 Cor. 8 and 9)
and did not write one word on tithing. Why is that?

Friends, the truth is, the righteousness spoken of in
Matthew 5:20 is self-righteousness or self-justification.
The Pharisees were trying to save themselves through their
own system of so-called righteousness. Paul speaks of how
the Jews “being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God”
(Rom. 10:3). Jesus Christ brought into the world a system
of righteousness which differed from that of the Pharisees
and exceeded it not in degree, but in KIND. It was the
righteousness of God, God’s own system of justification
through the gospel. Without this righteousness, no man can
enter the kingdom of Christ. That is what Matthew 5:20
really teaches. What is lacking in all four of these popular
arguments for tithing is actual authority for the practice.

What does the New Testament teach concerning our
giving today? “Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when I come” (1 Cor. 16:2).
Here we see we are to give (1) periodically— “upon the
first day of the week,” (2) personally— “Let every one of
you”, and (3) proportionately— “as God hath prospered
him.” “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). Here we see we are
to give (4) purposely— “as he purposeth in his heart,” (5)
pleasantly— “not grudgingly or of necessity,” and (6)
plentifully. “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly
shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). We should give
plentifully.

There is no set amount or percentage of one’s income that
a Christian is commanded to give. Christ has placed us on
the “honor system” in our giving, and expects us to give
generously in proportion to our God given prosperity.

Mike McDaniel

UPCOMING EVENTS

We would like to thank everyone who had a part
in our 2014 Lectureship. We were blessed to
have so many visitors come and worship with
us. Our guest speakers did a wonderful job.
We appreciate all who invited and to all who
prepared the wonderful meal Sunday. It was

truly a good week!
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Chapman Singing: |

Tippah County Hospital '
Nursing Home at 2 PM :

& .

Visitation Group: :

Will meet Sunday Night after services |
in the Fellowship Hall. I

Bring finger food or desserts |

CONGRATULATIONS

Finley Kae - 3/45 loz
Fallin Grace - 2/65 1soz
July 25, 2014
Parents: Cory Kobinson & BritZany

Great Grandparents: Joy & Larry Simmons
Mother and daughters are doing fine.
Twins will be at Methodist - Germantown, TN
until they reach their goal weight.

Grayson Nicholas
July 25, 2014
9/bs 5 oz 21 inches
Parerts : Zack & Brittany Berryman
Great Grandparents: Joan & Timrpy
Berryman
NICU in Savannah, GA. Surgery on 07/30/14.

Remember these little ones in your prayers.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts go
out in deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of June Coats of the Oakridge Church
of Christ.

*SICK SUNDAY: Molly Moore, Bobbie Nunnally

*NURSING HOME: Cullen & Moise Loveless
(Ricky’s Parents) - Landmark Nursing & Rehab in
Booneville

*EXTENDED ILLNESS: Terry Jumper (myasthenia
gravis), Danny Robertson (Amy Stagg’s Father),
Courtney Cissom (heart), Jane Bates, Lylah
McGauhy, Hudson Grisham (Brother-in-law of
Mildred Shackelford), Fagin and Johnnie Carpenter,
Sandra & Niles Jones, Thad Berryman. *CANCER:
Wade Hodges, Jennifer Pannell (Niece of Sharon
Pannell), Grey Roberson, Merida Bane (Barreft &
Starrett Chapman’s Sister), Beth Kuykendall,
William Thrasher, Donna Daniel (Clint Stroupe’s
Mother), Katherine Finley, Kane Pannell, Mary
Joyce Jeter (Sister of Juanita Michael), Rhonda
Shannon, Ann Bennett, John Tiesney, Danny
Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno, Ruth Greer

*SHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips (Mailing:
Resthaven Care Center, 103 Cunningham Drive,
Ripley, MS 38663), Tippah County Hospital Nursing
Home: Lorene Willis, W. M. Chapman, Geraldine
Benefield, Christine Chapman, Billie Floyd (Mailing:
Tippah County Nursing Home, 1005 City Avenue
North, Ripley, MS 38663)

*Please notify Karen Yancey (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net)
of any updates to the prayer list.
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PROGRAMS OF WORK |
The Bible Broadcast !

Sunday Mornings at 8 AM « WKZU radio 104.9 FM :
Southern Sentinel Article i

Every other Wednesday i
|

|
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Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by
enrolling in a free Bible correspondence course. [
To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS |
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net).




