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January 25, 2015
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Announcements
Larry Wood
Song Leader
Chris Moore
Scripture Reading
Jeff Staggs
Opening Prayer
Randell Koon (A.M.) Terry Chapman (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Tom Wade (A.M.) Ross Shackelford (P.M.)
Lord’s Table
Joel Moore (Presiding),

Chase Chapman, Mickey Chandler, Jordan Staggs
Count and Usher
Andy Reese
Jeff Brewer
Prepare Communion
Myra Palmer & Anna Palmer
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Mason McAlister (01/28/15)

OUR RECORD
January 18, 2015
Sunday Bible Study: 123
Sunday Morning Worship: 140
Sunday Evening Worship: 114
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 110

Budget: $3,500

Contribution this week: $3,689

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).

Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Chapman Church of Christ
Ripley, Mississippi
(662) 837-7012
chapmanchurch.com

ELDERS: Barrett Chapman, Jodie Criswell,
Jarvene Shackelford, Tommy Wade
DEACONS: Terry Chapman, Bryan Davis,

Rickey Loveless, Brad McAlister,
Joel Moore, Wayne Vandygriff, Larry Wood
PREACHER: Mark Lindley

"All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is
that good men do nothing."
Edmund Burke

So much of the history of the struggle between
good and evil can be explained by Edmund
Burke's observation. Time and again those who
profess to be good seem to clearly outnumber
those who are evil, yet those who are evil seem to
prevail far too often. Seldom is it the numbers that
determine the outcome, but whether those who
claim to be good men are willing to stand up and
fight for what they know to be right. There are
numerous examples of this sad and awful scenario
being played out over and over again in the
scriptures.

They Get Nothing Good Done

When good men do nothing, they get nothing good
done. To be good, one must do good. The Lord
commands his people to do good (Luke 6:35; Eph.
2:10). Christ "gave himself for us, that he might
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works" (Titus
2:14)

In the parable of the talents, Jesus described a
man who did nothing. When he received his
Lord's money, he "went and digged in the earth,
and hid his Lord's money" (Matt. 25:18). When
his Lord returned, he returned to the Lord just
what he had been given (Matt. 25:25). Notice, the
servant did not do any outright evil, such as
stealing the money, but then neither did he do
anything good. He did nothing and he got nothing
good accomplished. Jesus said he was a "wicked
and slothful servant" (Matt. 25:26).

Jesus rebuked the church at Laodicea for doing
nothing. "l know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, | will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, | am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked" (Rev.
3:15-17).

Too many Christians and too many churches do
nothing. They are standing idly by, they are mere
spectators. They sit on the sidelines instead of
actively participating and working for the good. If
good wins, they join in the celebration though
they did nothing to produce the victory. If evil
wins, they will complain long and loud though
their own apathy helped produce the undesirable
result.

When Jesus found a fig tree with "nothing
thereon, but leaves only" He cursed the tree and
"presently the fig tree withered away" (Matt.
21:19). What will He do with those who claim to
be good and yet who do nothing? John the
baptist warned, "And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire" (Matt. 3:10; John 15:2).
They Help Evil To Triumph

When good men do nothing, evil triumphs. Evil,
sin and sinful men must be opposed. God
commands those who are good, not just to avoid
evil but actively oppose it.



Christians are to not only to "have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but (also) reprove them"
(Eph. 5:11). Those who do nothing about sin and evil, help
the sin and evil to prevail. One who is silent when there
are those around him in sin becomes a partaker with them
(Eph. 5:7).

In the days of Elijah, the silence of many had allowed the
evil of Ahab and Jezebel to prevail throughout the land of
Israel. "And Elijah came unto all the people, and said,
How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the
people answered him not a word" (1 Kings 18:21). The
silence of the people spoke volumes of their
indecisiveness and inaction. Their failure to stand up,
speak up and speak out permitted wicked and evil men to
run rampant.

Jesus told of a traveler who was robbed, beaten and left
him half dead. The men who did this were wicked and did
a very wicked thing. But the Levite and priest allowed this
evil to continue unanswered by doing nothing as they
each "passed by on the other side" (Luke 10:31-32).
Fortunately for the ftraveler there was one man, a
Samaritan, who was willing to stand up for what was right
(Luke 10:33-36).

Jesus warned "He that is not with me is against me; and
he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad" (Matt.
12:30). In the fight against evil there is no middle ground,
no gray area, no neutrality. Those who are not actively
and vigorously fighting against evil are helping evil to
triumph.

They Are No Longer Good

When good men do nothing, they are no longer good.
Many have the mistaken notion that good is merely the
absence of doing that which is wrong. Not so! One is good
not merely because he does no evil, but because he is
actively working for what is good. "Let him eschew evil,
and do good" (1 Pet. 3:11). James explained, "Therefore
to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it
is sin" (James 4:17).

The eldest of Israel, Reuben, knew his brothers'
murderous plot against their younger brother Joseph was
wrong. He started an attempt to deliver Joseph, but as he
hesitated and vacillated, the other brothers sold Joseph
into slavery. When Reuben heard what they had done, he
realized his failure to act had helped to bring about this
evil result.

Instead of correcting his error, Reuben sought to cover
his guilt by agreeing with his brothers to lie to their father
about Joseph's disappearance (Gen. 37:18-35). Reuben
had "good intentions" and he was not even present
when Joseph was sold into slavery, but he knew his
inaction and absence made him just as guilty as the rest
of his wicked brothers. This guilt continued to haunt him
through the years (Gen. 42:21-22).

The prophet Obadiah severely condemned the
Edomites for doing nothing when evil was befalling their
brethren, the Jews. When Jerusalem was invaded by
her enemies, the Edomites "stood on the other side"
doing nothing but watching the slaughter as spectators.
God said by their failure to act and to help their brethren
"even thou wast as one of them" (Obad. 11).

Today, there are preachers and Christians who fail and
refuse to meet the real foe, refute error and fight the
enemy. Instead, they have turned to viciously savaging
their own brethren. They are filled with bitterness and
hatred and they maliciously attack, slander and
misrepresent other Christians and gospel preachers.

Paul warned about such men and behavior among
those professing to be Christians, "But if ye bite and
devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed
one of another" (Gal. 5:15). Those who engage in such
behavior are spiritual cannibals.

While the conduct of these so-called Christians is
shameful, what about those supposedly "good" men
who do nothing? Those stand on the other side and do
nothing but watch as their brothers are being slandered,
slaughtered and devoured, they cease being innocent
bystanders and idle spectators. Their failure to act not
only allows evil to triumph, but makes them just as guilty
as the spiritual cannibals they refuse to reprove and
rebuke. In God's words, "even thou wast as one of
them" (Obad. 11).

Conclusion

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). Those
who fail or refuse to do good in the face of evil are
sowing some dangerous seeds. They are doing nothing
good as Jesus commanded them to do; they are helping
evil to win and have ceased being good and have
become partakers of the evil they did nothing to stop.

Do not allow evil to triumph. Do not sit by and do
nothing. Stand up and be counted, speak up against evil
and speak out against evil men and their sinful

UPCOMING EVENTS

BIBLE BOWL PRACTICE

Wednesday at 6:00 PM
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Sunday at 4:45 PM i
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RETURNED DISHES
There is a bunch of returned dishes in
the kitchen by Teacher’s Supply Room.
Some have been there a long time.
Ladies please pick up.

o -
i MARK’S SUNDAY EVENING

i BIBLE CLASS

|

i Starts Sunday, February 15th

I 4:30 PM in the fellowship hall.
T

CHAPMAN LADIES CLASS
February 20th at 6:30 PM

PROGRAMS OF WORK

The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM » WKZU radio 104.9 FM
Southern Sentinel Article
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by enrolling
in a free Bible correspondence course.
To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net).

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

*SICK SUNDAY: Maynon Mauney, Loretta
Criswell, Lauren Carter

*IN HOSPITAL: Grady Chandler (pneumonia -
Athens, AL - ICU, Mickey’s Father), Westin
Walker (Son of Tyler & Allie Walker) in Children’s
Hospital of Birmingham - new born, Bonnie
Chapman (TCH)

*HOME RECOVERING: Bettye Melton (knee
surgery), Pat Morgan (Robin Criswell's Mother),
Allie Ward (broke ankle)

*REHAB: Tony Morrison (Golden Living, Room
E4)

*HAVING TEST: Sharon Pannell (heart)

*HAVING SURGERY: Lily Brewer (27th)

*EXTENDED ILLNESS:
Terry Jumper (myasthenia gravis), Beverly Koon,
Renae Koon, Glen Moore (Joel’s Brother), Jane

Bates, Lylah McGauhy, Fagin and Johnnie
Carpenter, Sandra & Niles Jones, Thad
Berryman, Christopher  Pruitt. <«CANCER:

Deborah Gullick (Mother of Stephanie McAlister, Bo &
Brian Chapman), Sam Warrington (cystic fibrosis &
leukemia), Eva Crawford, Elaine Mauney, David
Barkley (Kelly Brewer’s Uncle), Bob Shelton, Sue
Mauney, Wade Hodges, Jennifer Pannell (Niece
of Sharon Pannell), Grey Roberson, Merida Bane
(Barrett & Starrett Chapman’s Sister), William
Thrasher, Donna Daniel (Clint Stroupe’s Mother),
Katherine Finley, Kane Pannell, Ann Bennett,
John Tiesney, Danny Edmonds, Dean McNutt,
John Reno, Ruth Greer

*SHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips (Mailing:
Resthaven Care Center, 103 Cunningham Drive,

Ripley, MS 38663), Tippah County Hospital
Nursing  Home: Lorene Willis, Geraldine
Benefield, Christine Chapman, Bilie Floyd

(Mailing: Tippah County Nursing Home, 1005 City
Avenue North, Ripley, MS 38663)

*Please notify Karen Yancey(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net) of any



