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September 27, 2015
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Announcements
Chris Moore
Song Leader
Johnny Cissom
Scripture Reading
Jack Harris
Opening Prayer
Gene Yancey (A.M.) J C Newby (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Dalton Beard (A.M.) Starrett Chapman (P.M.)
Lord’s Table
Joel Moore (Presiding),

Eli Carter, Evan Yancey, Ross Shackelford
Count and Usher
Bobby Bridges
Jeff Brewer
Prepare Communion
Kathy Moore & Shelia Criswell
Wednesday Night Song Leader
John Hopper (09/30/15)

OUR RECORD
September 20, 2015
Sunday Bible Study: 124
Sunday Morning Worship: 135
Sunday Evening Worship: 116
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 100
Budget: $3,500
Contribution this week: $3,752

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

Also can view on our website:
chapmanchurch.com

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).

Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).

pa31sonbay 32IAI9S SS24ppY

€998€ SIN ‘A3 1dIH
0SS AvOod ALNNOD 0S¢

1SIHHO 40 HOHNHO NVINdVHO

THE
CHAPMAN
CHALLENGER

Published Weekly by
Chapman Church of Christ
Ripley, Mississippi
(662) 837-7012
chapmanchurch.com

ELDERS: Barrett Chapman, Jodie Criswell,
Jarvene Shackelford, Tommy Wade
DEACONS: Terry Chapman, Bryan Davis,

Rickey Loveless, Brad McAlister,
Joel Moore, Wayne Vandygriff, Larry Wood
PREACHER: Mark Lindley

What Are Your Riches?
Brad Harrub

What if that childhood dream came true? You know the
one—the dream where you have wealth untold and are
able to purchase anything your heart desires. What if
you were able to begin checking off every item on your
wish list? Most Americans have spent time fantasizing
about what they would do with countless riches. For
many that “dream list” contains things like: rare
jewelry, luxury automobiles, colossal homes, enormous
spans of land, state-of-the-art electronics, priceless
artwork, enormous book or coin collections, lavish
vacations, etc. Just imagine.

What riches do you seek?

Now think about the woman who was already in a
lifeboat on the Titanic as it was going down, but
suddenly wanted to return to her stateroom. The crew
responsible for lowering the lifeboat into ocean could
not believe their ears.

Here was someone guaranteed a seat of safety from the
icy-cold waters below, and yet she wanted to go
retrieve something out of her stateroom. One of the
crewmen looked at this pitiable woman and forcefully
told her she had three minutes to return, or else her seat
would be given to someone else. The woman raced
back to her room, fighting against the tilt of the ship.
She opened her closet and was immediately surrounded
by expensive furs and priceless jewelry. The clock was
steadily ticking as her eyes scanned for the specific
items she was looking for. Her hand passed over the
jewels, she tossed aside the furs, and finally clutched
the items for which she had gambled her seat. Racing
back to the lifeboat, she realized her decision to rescue
her precious items might very well have cost her the
security of the lifeboat, and ultimately her life.

Completely out of breath, with her heart pounding
inside her chest, she jumped into the lifeboat just before
it was lowered into the black arctic waters below. With
curious onlookers surrounding her, she slowly opened
her hand to reveal to the other passengers her treasure.
Cradled gently in the palm of her hand were not jewels
or money —but rather, three small oranges. In the midst
of all the confusion and tragedy, this wealthy woman
had realized they might need something to eat to stay
alive.

How can someone treasure riches, jewelry, and furs one
minute, only to cast them aside a few minutes later in favor of
some ordinary oranges? How do those items instantly lose
their significance? The answer is real value. She recognized
that in a life and death situation those material goods held no
real value. Now reflect back on your personal “wish list.”
How much real value do those items possess—or is it merely
“bling” that looks good in the moment? Jesus stated, “Do not
lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
(Matthew 6:20-21). Indeed, there are things of real value, but
sadly, many times we don’t place any emphasis on them. Far
too often, our hearts lust after corruptible material things of
the world. We have become a nation that now bows down at
the altar of materialism.



There is still a generation living today who can recall a time
when malls were not even in existence. This generation grew up
before the advent of television (and commercials). They can
recall making all of their purchases from a single “department
store” such as Woolworth’s. Many from this older generation
can even remember paging through the Sears catalog in search
of Christmas gifts or home furnishings. While abundant
material goods did exist in the past, they did not inundate every
aspect of life as they do today. Reflect on how much time and
attention is given to advertising today. Our modern-day society
is bombarded with ads of luxurious products —products to make
our yards greener, children smarter, houses cleaner, television
signals stronger, or food taste better. We constantly see the
products in magazines and on television. We hear about great
sales on the radio. We look across the fence at the possessions
our neighbors have, and littlebylittle we develop a deadly
condition known as “Keeping up with the Jones’s.”

For decades, schoolteachers and professors instilled in young
people the American Dream—the idea that hard work and
perseverance would lead to “the good life.” That principle was
just a part of what constituted a healthy foundation for
living—a foundation framed around elements that included
family, friends, religion, education, etc. But for many young
people growing up today, the American Dream no longer
includes hard work, perseverance—or any solid foundation.
According to scientific studies, young people today just want
the “goods”—without the strings of family, education, or
religion attached to it. Rarely, it seems, do boys aspire to be
astronauts, firemen, baseball players, or physicians. Many girls
are putting off dreams of becoming mothers, nurses, lawyers, or
schoolteachers. According to recent research, the only thing
young people want to do these days is to be rich! This attitude
is prevalent even among grade-schoolers, and many
psychologists see nothing but danger in this “excessive
materialism” found in today’s children.

For instance, California psychologist Allen Kanner asked
children to discuss what they wanted to do when they grew up.
He noted that, ten years ago, their aspirations began taking a
sharp turn toward their piggy banks. As Bruce Bower noted in a
recent issue of Science News, “Gap-toothed grade-schoolers
and gangly middle-schoolers started telling Kanner that they
just wanted to be rich.” Bower continued: “From Kanner’s
perspective, these kids represent the tip of a materialistic
iceberg that’s increasingly freezing the joy out of many
people’s lives in Western societies. Modern citizens are
consumed by life, liberty, and the pursuit of more and better
stuff.” Material wealth is the god of these young people. They
strive for it, collect it, and worship it—hoping it will fill some
empty hole within them. When they realize that their most
recent material purchases are unsuccessful in filling that hole,
they simply go out and try to find more things with which to fill
it.

According to Kanner, the data from this study reflect a two-
pronged problem: “In some cases, people who buy into the values
of consumer culture end up starved for close friends, family, or
any deeper meaning in their lives. For others, money and
possessions are hollow compensations for doubts about self-
worth, worries about life’s uncertainties, and, especially, fears of
death.” He continued: “Think of it as beating back death with a
designer cane.” I don’t doubt these findings for one second,
because I spent several months working part-time in a large
national bookstore chain. Night after night, I watched individuals
drive up in luxury automobiles, trying to find the latest “self-
help” book to repair the hollowness in their lives—all to no avail.

It’s not surprising, then, that in the same issue of Science News,
Bower reported the findings of a seven-year study by researchers
at Duke University Medical School. Epidemiologist E. Jane
Costello and her colleagues noted that 1 in 6 children in North
Carolina had a psychiatric ailment, and at least 1 in 3 of the
youngsters developed one or more psychiatric disorders by age
16. Their lives were void of any career plans. Thus, young people
have no motivation, creativity, or aspirations—they simply
wanted to become rich. And according to our culture, this is all
that really matters. Yet, it is this very environment of selfish
materialism that is leaving so many people empty, void, and
without any inner peace.

How many families have filled up three-car garages, constructed
larger homes, purchased more land, or built up more impressive
portfolios, only to wake up and realize that their own children’s
mental and spiritual health has been sacrificed? They do not have
that “peace that surpasses all understanding.” At what point will
we as a nation realize that “material goods” do not guarantee
“happier and healthier” families? Have you given serious
consideration to limiting the amount of exposure your children
have to the materialistic world of advertising? Your children are
being taught materialism by the world. Unless you actively focus
their hearts and minds on things of real value, they will continue
to grow up seeking the latest and greatest to fill voids in their
lives.

If we are going to get our families to heaven, we must abandon
this modern-day form of idolatry. Paul warned the Christians in
Colosse that covetousness was a form of idolatry (Colossians
3:5). We must instill in our hearts, and the hearts of our posterity,
Jesus’ admonition to “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he
possesses” (Luke 12:15). Consider the real difference we would
see in our nation if our families recognized what holds real value
and took to heart Paul’s words to Timothy: “Now godliness with
contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and
clothing, with these shall we be content. But those who desire to
be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For
the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, for which some
have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:6-10). Just
imagine.

UPCOMING EVENTS

2015 CAMPAIGN FOR CHRIST
September 27th-29th
“Hearts on Fire”

Speaker: Kirk Brothers
At: Booneville Church of Christ
Singing: 6:30 PM - Service: 7:00 PM
***In order for us to travel to the Campaign the elders

have moved our afternoon services to 5:00 p.m. for
that Sunday only.

CHAPMAN THIRD QUARTER BIRTHDAYS
(JULY-SEPTEMBER)

*+*RESCHEDULED***

|
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' Sunday, October 4th - After Evening Services !
| The Lads to Leaders would like to invite those who have |
I a birthday July - September to stay after church |
I services Sunday Night(October 4th) for cake and ice |
| cream for you and your family in the Fellowship Hall. |
I Please make plans to attend. I

Beech Hill Church of Christ

Gospel Meeting
September 27th - 30th

Speaker: Barry Gilreath I
Sunday Morning Bible Class: 9:30 AM
Worship Service: 10:15 AM
Evening Services: 7:00 PM

Pine Vale Children’s Home
Fall Food Drive:
Items requested:
Pickles Chili Beans Deodorant
Please place items in the kitchen by classrooms.
Will be picked up the first week of October.

PROGRAMS OF WORK
Website: chapmanchurch.com
Articles = Sermons (Audio) » Chapman Challengers
The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM » WKZU radio 104.9 FM
Southern Sentinel Article
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by
envrolling in a free Bible correspondence course.
To envoll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net).

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

So 3ooa’ to Aave 7‘ony Morrison back
wnth wus this past Sanc/ay Morn/nﬁ.

¢ SURGERY RECOVERY : Debbie Chapman,
Bobbie Chapman, Bettye Melton

®TEST : Deborah Gullick, Danny Shackelford,
Randle Koon

¢IN REHAB: Connie Mauney (Rest Haven Rehab.),

eEXTENDED ILLNESS:, Shelby Cissom, Erik
Longoria, Randall Hancock (Liver & Kidney
Transplant - Dawn Stroupe’s Father), Taylor

Crawford, Genice Collette (Mildred Shackelford’s
Sister), Tony Morrison, Terry Jumper (myasthenia
gravis), Renae Koon, Brandon King, Jane Bates,
Lylah McGauhy, Fagin and Johnnie Carpenter,
Sandra & Niles Jones, Thad Berryman. ¢ CANCER:
Lorie Christian, Yater Shinall, Deborah Gullick
(Mother of Stephanie McAlister, Bo & Brian
Chapman), Don Allen Riggs, Sam Camp, Sam
Warrington (cystic fibrosis & leukemia), Rodney
Hilliard, Eva Crawford, Elaine Mauney, Bob Shelton,
Sue Mauney, Wade Hodges, Jennifer Pannell (Niece
of Sharon Pannell), Grey Roberson, Merida Bane
(Barrett & Starrett Chapman’s Sister), Katherine
Finley, Kane Pannell, Ann Bennett, John Tiesney,
Danny Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno, Ruth
Greer, Margie James.

oSHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips (Mailing:
Resthaven Care Center, 103 Cunningham Drive,
Ripley, MS 38663), Tippah County Hospital
Nursing Home: Bonnie Chapman, Lorene Willis,
Lorene Daily, Christine Chapman, Pauline McBryde
(Rita Smith’s Grandmother) (Mailing: Tippah
County Nursing Home, 1005 City Avenue North,
Ripley, MS 38663).




