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August 7, 2016
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Announcements
Kevin Shackelford
Song Leader
Chris Moore
Scripture Reading
Ross Shackelford
Opening Prayer
Jeff Brewer (A.M.) Chance Criswell (P.M.)
Closing Prayer
Mickey Chandler (A.M.) Joel Moore (P.M.)
Lord’ s Table
Randell Koon (Presiding),
Jack Harris, Andy Reese, Chase Chapman
Count and Usher
David Smith
Michiel Criswell
Prepare Communion
Myra and Anna Palmer
Wednesday Night Song Leader
Barrett Chapman (08/10/16)

OUR RECORD
July 31, 2016
Sunday Bible Study: 116
Sunday Morning Worship:141
Sunday Evening Worship: 121
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 81

Budget: $3,500

Contribution this week: $3.698

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL:
Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

Also can view on our website:

chapmanchurch.com

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).
Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).
Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).
Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Just a Bunch of Hypocrites
By Jeff Arnette

How many times have you heard someone
say that? How many times have you thought it
yourself? | am going to share a huge secret
with you, "Christians are not perfect"! | know
that is not a shock to some of you but for
others it is the most controversial thing you
could say. How dare you contend that
Christians are not perfect? | can say that
because | am a Christian, because | know a
lot of other Christians, and because the Bible
says so (Rom. 3:23).

You see Christians still sin and when they
do, they hurt themselves, they hurt others,
and just as importantly they hurt God. The
church is definitely the place to go if you want
to find people struggling with sins.

The Christian having sin in their life does not make
them a hypocrite. The word "hypocrite" comes from a
Greek word meaning "a play actor" or "someone who
is pretending to be something they are not." | am sure
there are some Christians who want you to think they
are sinless and | am sure there are some who strive
to convince you of their holiness and purity. Truthfully,
there is a reason why Jesus called some people
"whitewashed tombs" full of all kinds of filth (Matthew
23:27-28). They were more concerned about what
people thought of them than what God thought of
them and that has not changed much. Yet, having sin
in your life does not make you a hypocrite, it makes
you human and in need of a Savior.

| think there are primarily two reasons why
unbelievers usually hurl that accusation at Christians.
First, although they don't know much about God,
Jesus, or the church; they know enough to expect
that Christians will be different from them. They
expect us to be somewhat Christ-like, somewhat
loving, and somewhat understanding of others
failures. What they usually get is anything but loving,
caring, or understanding. Most scary is what they get
is anything but Christ-like. Secondly, they have been
in contact with some Christian/Christians in the past
and they made them feel inferior. Like they were
somehow less human because they were sinners
when the Christian who made them feel like that was
no better than them. They walked away from their
encounter feeling worse about themselves and about
the church.

Church, you cannot control how someone feels
about Christians or the church but you can work hard
to ensure that they don't feel that way about you.
Jesus was a man who made people feel comfortable.
People felt like they could talk to Him and He was a
person they thought they could spend time with. He
was a person that others could enjoy a meal with
(Luke 5:29-30; 7:34, 36). So they invited Him and He
went. He surrounded Himself with sinners and those
in need and they felt well about it. He didn't cause
people to run in the other direction when they saw
Him walking toward them.

Church, let's make sure that when unbelievers
encounter us it is a beneficial and meaningful
encounter. Let's make sure they see Christ living in
us instead of our sins shining brightly. We cannot be
perfect but we can make sure that they walk away
with a good view of the church and Christianity.



Morning Clouds and Early Dew
By Joe Slater

Commitments are easy to keep — for awhile. Long-
term faithfulness is another matter entirely. We see
the difference in marriages. Few would even think of
cheating on a spouse shortly after the wedding; but
years later, infidelity damages or destroys a shocking
percentage of marriages. In time, about one in five
husbands will cheat, and about one in six wives will
too.

Aside from adultery, somewhere between %2 and
Y2 of marriages end in divorce for whatever reason
(depending on how you skew the statistics). “Until
death parts us” holds less and less meaning among
people who reason that “God wants me to be happy,
and I’'m not happy any more married to this person!”
Long-term commitment gives way to live-for-the-
moment pleasure seeking.

Marriage is not the only area where we need to
revive long-term faithfulness. What about our
commitment to God? (That would include marriage,
for it is God who joins spouses together; but it also
encompasses other factors.) To ancient Israel God
said, “Your faithfulness is like a morning cloud, and
like the early dew it goes away” (Hosea 6:4). As
soon as the sun rises, the thin morning clouds
disappear and the dew dries up. Then they’re back
the next morning. Israel's faithfulness to God was
that way — nice while it lasted, but generally it didn’t
last very long.

What about you and me? We commit ourselves to
attend services regularly — all of them — even Bible
classes. We're going to read our Bibles every day.
We're going to pray frequently. And so we do — for a
few days, or maybe a few weeks. Then the old habits
creep back in. Something comes up. Before long,
we're back to the way we used to be. Then we re-
commit ourselves, and the cycle continues.

Brethren, let's break the cycle! Let our
commitment to God be permanent! We are to put the
old man of sin to death, not just put him to sleep
temporarily (see Romans 6:6). When we come forth
from baptism as Jesus came forth from the tomb, we
are to “walk in newness of life” (6:4).

Long-term commitment is not easy, but it certainly
is possible; and it is what the Lord requires of us.

A Cure for Hiccups
by Steve Higginbotham

The story is told of a lady who walked
into a pharmacy and asked the
pharmacist if he had a cure for the
hiccups. The pharmacist said, "l sure
do," and immediately and unexpectedly
yelled, "boo!" at the top of his lungs.
Well, this nearly scared the lady half to
death! She looked at the pharmacist
and asked, "Why in the world did you do
that?" The pharmacist said, "Because a
good scare will rid a person of hiccups.”
The lady then said, "But | don't have the
hiccups. My husband does and he’s out
in the car!"

Oops! Now there's an illustration of how
assumptions can be costly. However,
the greatest cost regarding assumptions
occur in the spiritual realm. How many
people assume they are believing and
practicing the things that please God?
How many people believe things that
they have never bothered to read and
study for themselves? How many times
do you think God will hear someone say
in the day of judgment, "But | thought."
The Bible says to "prove all things and
hold fast to that which is good" (1
Thess. 5:22).

UPCOMING EVENTS

We would like to thank everyone who had a part in
our 2016 Lectureship. We were blessed to have so
many visitors come and worship with us. Our guest
speakers did a wonderful job. We appreciate all
who invited and to all who prepared the wonderful
meal Sunday. It was truly a good week!

August 7, 2016 :
Chapman Singing: |

Tippah County Hospital Nursing Home |
at2 PM !

& !

Visitation Group: :

Will meet Sunday Night after services i
in the Fellowship Hall. |

Bring finger food or desserts |

Area-Wide Youth Devotional
Hosted by: Chapman Church of Christ

August 14h - 6:00 p.m.
Speaker: Brad Pounders
We will have a meal following services in
fellowship building.
Everyone is invited to stay and enjoy the meal

and fellowship.

Ladies please bring finger foods and desserts.

PR_’OGRAMS OF WORK
Articles * Sermons (Audio) » Chapman Challengers
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM « WKZU radio 104.9 FM
Every other Wednesday
Study the Bible in your home, at your convenience, by
enrolling in a free Bible correspondence course.

To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550, Ripley, MS
38663 ) or e-mail (chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net).

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

IN LOVE AND SYMPATHY: Our hearts go out in
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of
Hilda Horton and James Rickie Bullock.

®HOME SICK: Randell Koon, Lynn Beard, Juan
& Guy Stroupe, Tony & Jane Morrison, Margie
Hurt

oHOME RECOVERING: Deborah Gullick, Pat
Morgan (Robin Criswell’s Mother), Janie
Chapman

e|t was so good to have Audrey Box with us
this past Sunday.

eEXTENDED ILLNESS: George Doss (Kelly
Brewer’s Father), Guy Stroupe, Willie Jeanes,
Hollis Fowler (Frankie Fowler’s Father), Ed
James Pannell, Connie Mauney, Randall
Hancock (Liver & Kidney Transplant - Dawn
Stroupe’s Father), Taylor Crawford, Genice
Collette (Mildred Shackelford’s Sister), Tony
Morrison, Brandon King, Jane Bates, Lylah
McGauhy, Fagin and Johnnie Carpenter,
Sandra & Niles Jones, Thad Berryman.

® CANCER: Lanny Yancey, Niani Colom-Omotesa,,
Kenneth Rainey, Marilyn Harrell, Janice Willingham,
Wayne Crabb, Lester Wommack, Grady Chandler,
Lorie Christian, Deborah Gullick (Mother of
Stephanie McAlister, Bo & Brian Chapman), Doug
Pannell, Don Allen Riggs (19, student at FU from El Paso,
TX), has stage 3 cancer. Cards may be sent to Target House
1, 1811 Poplar Ave, Apt. 211, Memphis, TN 38104), Sam
Camp, Sam Warrington (cystic fibrosis &
leukemia), Rodney Hilliard, Sue Mauney, Wade
Hodges, Jennifer Pannell (Niece of Sharon Pannell),
Merida Bane (Barrett & Starrett Chapman’s
Sister), Katherine Finley, Kane Pannell, Danny
Edmonds, Dean McNutt, John Reno, Ruth Greer,
Margie James.

oSHUT-INS: Resthaven: Oleta Phillips (Mailing: Resthaven
Care Center, 103 Cunningham Drive, Ripley, MS 38663),
ZLippah County Hospital Nursing Home; Bonnie Chapman,
Lorene Daily, Christine Chapman (Mailing: Tippah County
Nursing Home, 1005 City Avenue North, Ripley, MS
38663).



