December 24,2023

Announcements
Kevin Shackelford

Song Leader
Brad McAlister

Scripture Reading
Dale Vandygriff

Opening Prayer
James Pilgrim (AM.)
Tommy Wade (P.M.)

Closing Prayer
Tripp Yancey (AM.)
Bobby Bridges (P.M.)

Lord’ s Table
Mickey Chandler

Count and Usher
Randell Koon & J C Newby

Wednesday Night Song Leader
Tripp. Yancey (12/27/23)

OURRECORD

December 17, 2023
Sunday Bible Study: 94
Sunday Morning Worship: 109
Sunday Evening Worship: 91
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 92

BULLETIN BY E-MAIL

Receive bulletin by e-mail notify us:
office.chapmanchurch@gmail.com

chapmanchurch.com

WHAT MUST 1 DO TO BE SAVED?

. Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:13-17).

. Believe the Gospel (Acts 15:7;Mark 16:15, 16).
. Repent of Sins (Acts 3:19).

. Confess Faith in Christ (Acts 8:37).

. Be Baptized for Remission of Sins(Acts 2:38).
. Be Faithful (Revelation 2:10).
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Is It Okay for Women to Speak out During Bible Class?
By Kent Heaton

Someone placed in the Suggestion Box two questions concerning the
role women (children and teenagers included) play in the church's
Bible classes. The query cited two passages--1 Timothy 2:11-15 and 1
Corinthians 14:34-35--for examination. This is an excellent question
which it is important to consider with open minds-that is, without
regard to traditional or personal views. We must base what we
practice at the Trenton church upon Bible proof text, not on tradition
or opinions. The first question asks whether it is proper for a woman
to speak during the church's Bible classes. The second requests
consideration of Biblical authority for the church to have women's
classes.

Should women speak during class time? It must be understood that
there is not a Biblical pattern that necessitates the modern
arrangement of the church's services. In almost all of the places | have
worshipped, we have had Sunday morning Bible classes, a Sunday
morning service, a Sunday evening service, and Wednesday evening
Bible classes. On occasion, there have been other Sunday gatherings--
singings, group meetings, special studies, and Bible classes. During
the week, most churches hold gospel meetings, conduct classes, and
so forth.

The New Testament church was instructed to meet on the first day of
the week, and we have examples of their doing so (Acts 2:40-47; 20:7;
1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 1 Corinthians 12-14). The early Christians
followed a pattern given by divine command, and we seek to follow
the same pattern. When we meet on the first day of the week to
worship God, we obey the same divine command. During the past
century, the churches have endeavored to expand the work of
teaching the Bible to members and their families; thus, they have
instituted and encouraged Bible classes for those who wanted to
attend.

Meeting for Sunday morning and Wednesday night Bible classes is an
extension of the work under the elders' authority to enable the church
to grow. It is not a mandatory action commanded by the Lord but a
time of exhortation to learn more about God's word. It is important to
note the difference between a Bible class and the worship in which the
Lord commanded us to participate on the first day of the week. He
commanded us to worship, but a Bible class is expedient. The rules of
engagement for worship are clearly set forth, and the expediency of
Bible class is based on the principles of communication among the
participants. Engaging in a Bible study requires communication. We
find an example of a Bible study in Acts 18:24-26;-Aquila and Priscilla
took Apollos aside, and "they ... explained to him the way of God more
accurately."

It is proper for a woman to speak during a Bible class, whether that
class is in a home or in a classroom at the church building. The church
building does not make a gathering a worship service. In the process of
teaching a woman, there is a need to communicate; this does not go
against 1 Timothy 2 or 1 Corinthians 14. A Bible class at the church
building does not fall under the restrictions God placed on worship.

Should the local church have Bible classes? One of the tasks involved
in the work of the church is "the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians
4:12-13). This can be done in many ways; and one of the ways used by
local churches to edify and equip the brethren is the organized,
concentrated study of God's word--Bible classes.

In the context of these classes, the restriction of 1 Timothy 2 applies:
"Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. And | do not permit
a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in
silence." (1 Timothy 2:11-12) Women cannot conduct classes and
thereby usurp the men's authority. Class participation, through
discussion, does not suggest that a woman has authority over the
men. If a woman were to use her right to speak during a Bible class
(whether in the church building or at home) to control the class, she
would be rebelling against God's will. Priscilla did not usurp Aquila's
authority when "they" taught Apollos. They did this privately, notin a
worship setting.



Women teaching other women or children resides within
the context of the woman's role and is important work
within the church. People sometimes raise a question
regarding whether a woman should teach a youth who
has been baptized. Baptism makes a Christian, not a man,
and her role in teaching God's word to a youth does not
usurp a man's authority.

We need also to note the language we use in our
attempts to determine what we can do in the church. We
often say we are going "to church," when in fact we
cannot go to church. The idea that meeting in a building
is church is a misuse of the term church. "And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved"
(Acts 2:47) is not speaking of a building, but the body of
saved persons. The church consists of people who have
made a covenant with God through His Son.

When it comes to the worship on the Lord's Day
(Revelation 1:10), we must follow specific commands.
"For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in
all the churches of the saints. Let your women keep silent
in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but
they are to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they
want to learn something, let them ask their own
husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak
in church." (1 Corinthians 14:33-35) Paul admonished the
church at Corinth to refrain from allowing the women to
take roles of authority (1 Timothy 2:11-15) and forbade
their having leadership roles in the worship.

This command does not forbid their singing (Ephesians
5:19); rather, it forbids them to speak with authority
during the church's worship. The church cannot use
women in worship or call on them to lead prayers or
preach. This is forbidden by the "commandments of the
Lord" (1 Corinthians 14:37). The Bible class is not the
worship service. It is a time when individuals come
together to discuss the Bible in an open forum. Using the
church building for this forum does not break the
commands in 1 Corinthians 14 any more than if they held
the class in a home, a school auditorium, or under an oak
tree.

There is another clear distinction between Bible class and
worship. The time period devoted to Bible class does not
include taking the Lord's Supper as the Lord commanded
us to do on the first day of the week. Every first-day
gathering of saints does not require the offering of the
Lord's Supper. When the church memorializes the Lord's
Supper, it fulfills the command to remember the Lord's
sacrifice on the first day of the week. If the church meets
again that day for a singing, the Lord's Supper is not
required; the purpose of the meeting is to sing. If the
church meets for Bible class in the evening, the Lord's
Supper is not required; the purpose of the meeting is to
study God's word.

This shows a distinction in the purpose of the gathering.
The passage in 1 Corinthians 14 does not apply to women
speaking during Bible class, but 1 Timothy 2 can apply. The
worship service clearly is bound by the commands of 1
Corinthians 14, which is also fortified by the teaching in 2
Timothy 2. Is it okay for a woman to speak out in class?
Within the confines of decency and propriety, with
submission, she may do so. If her conscience does not
permit her to speak, then she must be bound by her
conscience. It is correct to have women's classes in the
church as long as these classes are within the context of
the church's work--helping the members grow in the grace
of the Lord.

Conducting Bible classes is a furtherance of the church's
work, but such work is not included in the command to
worship on the first day of the week. If the church meets
only once on Sunday, for the sole purpose of worship as
directed by the New Testament pattern, then it has
fulfilled the Lord's command. Anything else-although
beneficial in many ways-is only an expediency to carry on a
further work of the church.

UPCOMING EVENTS

FIFTH SUNDAY
Sunday, December 31, 2023
No meal after morning service

PM Service will be regular time — 2 PM
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PROGRAMS OF WORK

Website: chapmanchurch.com
Articles ¢ Sermons (Audio) e Chapman
Challengers
The Bible Broadcast
Sunday Mornings at 8 AM ¢ WKZU radio 104.9
FM
Southern Sentinel Article
Every other Wednesday
Correspondence Course
Study the Bible in your home, at your
convenience, by enrolling in a free Bible
correspondence course.

To enroll: call (837-7012), write (250 CR 550,
Ripley, MS 38663 ) or e-mail
(chapmansecretary@ripleycable.net

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Remember count Your blessings,
pray for our lost ones, the sick, the
worldl and the broken-hearted.

SICK SUNDAY: Wilma Wood, Lamar
Criswell, Everett Hurt

REHAB: Juan Stroupe (TCH/Rehab)
EXTENDED ILLNESS: Joanie Kate

Reese, Everett Hurt, Olivia Pounders,
Garrison Coats, Joe Clark, George Doss,

Thad Berryman, John Walker Perry,
Juanita Michael

CANCER:) Dorothy Hopper (John’s
Mother) Billy McBryde (Rita Smith’s

Father), George Doss (Kelly Brewer’s
Father), Deborah Williams (Kim Lindley’s
Aunt), Ralph Shaw (Janie Chapman’s
Son-in-law), Loxlee Eaton , David South,
Eddie Mauney, Haley Loveless, Sidra
Davis, Trish Clark, Kevin Clifton, Austin
Wentz, Betty Faye Ledbury

SHUT-INS: Tippah County Health &
Rehab: Romia Palmer, Jimmy Berryman,
Peggy Davis, Joe Clark

TEXT ALERTS

Text chapmancoc to 8779897012 to
receive Chapman’s Text Alerts.

Sermons available on Facebook and YouTube



